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CONFIDENTIAL LUANDA 0588 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, AO, PO 

SUB J : US-PORTUGUESE RELATIONS: ARAB OIL, AZORES, AFRICA 

1. SUMMARY. THANKS TO MIDDLE EAST WAR AND ARABL BOYCOTT OF 
OIL FOR SELECTED COUNTRIES NOTABLY PORTUGAL AND US, NEW 
WORKING ALLIANCE HAS EMERGED WITH FAR REACHING BENEFITS FOR 
PORTUGAL, ACCORDING TO LOCAL VIEW. THIS SEEN AS MITIGATING 
NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF BOYCOTT, AS IT CAN ONLY RESULT IN NEW 
ERA OF "UNDERSTANDING" BETWEEN US AND PORTUGAL (MEANING US 
SUPPPRT AT LAST FOR PORTUGAL IN AFRICA). END SUMMARY. 

2. ACCORDING TO LUANDA'S NUMBER ONE IDEALOGUE, DGS SUPER 
CHIEF SAO JOSE LOPES, CLOUD OF MIDDLE EAST EVENTS AND ARAB 
OIL BOYCOTT HAS STERLING SILVER LINING FOR PORTUGAL: AT 
LAST US CAN BE COUNTED ON TO ACT LIKE ALLY TOWARDS PORTUGAL, 
JUST AS LATTER HAS REMAINED FAITHFUL TO US IN THIS AND 
PREVIOUS CRISES. LOPES SAYS HE AND COHORTS HEARTENED BY WHAT 
THEY SEE AS CLEAR EXAMPLE OF SMALL COUNTRY (SOZINHO, JUST LIKE 
PORTUGAL) SURROUNDED BY BUT VICTORIOUS OVER HOARDES OF ENEMIES 
(JUST LIKE PORTUGAL). THIS POSSIBLE FOR THREE REASONS: 

(A) INDOMITABLE CHARACTER OF ISRAELIS (JUST LIKE PORTUGUESE); 
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(B) POWER, DETERMINATION AND GENEROSITY OF US, AND EXTRA- 
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ORDINARY EFFICIENCY OF RESUPPLY EFFORT - ALL IN SPITE OF 
IMPRESSION WORLD OUTSIDE HAD GAINED LATELY THAT US IN STATE 
OF GENERAL DECAY; AND (C) AVAILABILITY TO US AND ISRAEL OF 
PORTUGUESE FACILITIES IN AZORES. 

3. ACCORDING TO THIS VIEW, PORTUGAL CAN NOW AT LAST COUNT 
ON KIND OF SUPPORT IT HAS DESERVED ALL ALONG FROM US - NAMELY 
IN AZORES AND AFRICAN CONTEXTS. 

4. COMMENT: FOREGOING REPORTED SINCE LOPES DOES UNDOUBTEDLY 
REFLECT WIDELY HELD RIGHT WING PORTUGUESE ATTITUDES IN ANGOLA 
ABOUT US, WORLD OUTSIDE, AND PORTUGAL'S RELATIONSHIPS. IF 

HIS VIEW IN ANY WAY SYMPTOMATIC OF CURRENT THINKING IN LISBON, 
IMPLICATIONS FOR ONGOING LUSO-AMERICAN RELATIONS OBVIOUS. 

IN ADDITION AZORES AND AFRICAN ANGLES, FOREGOING SHOULD BE 
READ IN CONJUNCTION LISBON 4040 AND LUANDA 587. 

BRIGGS 
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